NOTICE OF EXEMPTION .

5 F'iRE State of California
\ The Natural Resources Agency- ,
Callfomia Department of Forastry and Flre Protection

PROJECT TITLE JDSF Road 540 Maintenance and Pygmy Habitat Restoration Project

Jackson Demonstration State Forest
Fort Bragg, CA 95437

PROJECT LOCATION CouNtY  Mendocino

LEAD AGENCY California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE)
CONTACT Mike Powers, Forester II{ '
CALFIRE Jackson Demonstration State Forest
ADDRESS PHONE -
802 North Main Street (707) 964-3674

___ FortBragg, CA 95437
PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Jackson Demonstration State Forest (JDSK) occupies an area of apptoximately 48,652 acres within Mendocino County,
California. Within the boundaries of JDSF is an existing road system that is approximately 450 miles in length. Road 540 has

not been adequately maintained because it has not been part of a timber harvest operation and is not permanently open to the
public for vehicle traffic, ' '

This project is intended to address ongoing impacts due to lack of adequate road drainage structures, maintain the road in a
condition that'is readily useable during the dry periods of the year and restore areas of existing road/user built trails back to
native pygmy habitat vegetation. This project proposes to install new drainage structures in the form of 21 relling dips at a
frequency’ of 200-250 feet apart to minimize the diversion of water for long distances and minimize erosion potential, These
new rolling dips will be constructed by importing road rock base to build up the road surface to create the high point to move
water off the road and creating a small outlet just off the road for water to flow. In addition to the installation of the rolling dips
there is one short segment of road (approx. 400 feet length) will require that the road surface be reconstructed using a
combination of locally sourced fill, primiarily from the read cut bank and imported road base rock to create a functional road
surface. This project also includes the restoration of areas that are devoid of pygmy habitat (existing road surfaces and user
built trails) by passively encouraging natural re-vegetation, This will involve the installation of adequate drainage structures

. (waterbreaks) and the placement of large woody material on the bare surfaces. The woody material will be sourced from the
clearing of encroaching trees and vegetation into the road prism of Road 540.

EXEMPTION STATUS _ -

[X] Categorical Exemption Type/Section: Class 1 and 4

[} Statutory Exemption (state code section):

[} Ministerial (§21080(b)(1); 15268)

D Declared Emergency (§21080(b)(3); 15269(a))

D Emergency Project (§21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c)) | :

REASONS PROJECT IS EXEMPT: This project fits under portions of two classes of Categorical Exemptions to CEQA: Class 1

(Existing Facilities) and Class 4 (Minor Alterations to Land). Most of the project activities will occur within previously

disturbed arcas, The areas where new ground disturbing activities might oceur are limited and are best described as minor in
scope. -

Field review by CAL FIRE staff confirmed that no exceptions apply which would preclude the use of a Notice of Exemption
for this project. The Department has concluded that no significant environmental impact would oceur to aesthetics, agriculture
and forestland/timberland, air quality, biological resources, cultural resources, geology and soils, greenhouse gas emissions,
hazards and hazardous materials, hydrology .and water quality, land use planning, mineral resources, noise, population and

housing, public services, recreation, transportation/traffic, or to utilities and service systems. Documentation of the
environmental review completed by the Department is kept on file at JDSF Offices in Fort Bragg.

DATE RECEIVED FOR FILING

/ \ . h .
Guoverats Office of Planning & Researsh W //
/ﬁ// 729/ 7>

‘ JUL 25 2018 Matfifew Reischman, Assistant Deputy Director’ 7 Date
Resource Protection and Improvement

STATE GLEARN@HOUSE California Department of F orestry and Fire Protection







California Department of Forestry and Flre Protectlon

‘, Env1ronmental Review Report for an Exempt Pro; ect

“Note! This report forn 1§ mtended for use by Califorid Debartment of Forestry and Fite Prdfeotion (CAL FIRE) staffts docurdent a .
mited envitonmiental lmpact analysls supportmg ihe filing of 4. Notice of Exemption .(NOE) docyment for a proposed CAL FIRE, !
( poject Although the projéct appears o fit within the riptions for allowable al Exem s, this report presents CAL :
FIRE’s review for possible “Exceptions™ that would. .prectude fing ,‘ J mpt as discussed ift CEQA '
- Guidelines -Section 153002, This report will be filed with thé CBQA ‘administrative pro_|ect {o “dédlmént the
environmental impact analysis conducted by the Department, '

Author; Michael Powers T

Title: . Forester ITL
Address:  Mendocino Unit JDSF, 802 North Mam Street Fort Bragg, CA 95437 . e
Phone: (707) 964-5674 b T N e et has L
Email: mike.powers@fire.ca.gov i ;0 oo e L | i ap
Projéot Nathe:~ - | * JDSK'Road 540 Maintenance and Pygmy Habitat Restoration -
Project Number:  N/A '
Program 'L'ype: FRIF Specla! Fund Pro_] ect
CALFIRE Unit: ~ Mendocino Unit (MEU); Jackson Demonstratlon State Forest (JDSM ; Depart
Recreation. P R v BLH L el
County; - Mendocino - o '
Acres: +/- 3.8 acre By e ; L
Tegal Location: Portions of Sections 31, 32, 33 T18N R17W MDB&M Portlons of Sect10ns4 5 T17N R17W, .
MDB&M.

Name of USGS 7.5’Quad Map(s): Fort:Bragg-and-Mendocino. - :
EPrOJect Vlcmlty Map Attached @Prqect Locatlon Map Attached EPhotos Attached

. S LR NS 1‘: s Vi -r‘> . R T
Othier Pubhc Agency”Rewew/Permlt Requlred . S
Would the project result iny’ EEREE o & : : i YES - .NO. -

Alterations to a watercourse (DFW Lake and Stream Alteratlon Agreement) O X

Conversion of timberland (CAL FIRE - Conversion Permit or Exemptlon) P O (I
" Demolition (Local Air District - Demolition Permit) I [ =

Soil-disturbance over 1 acré (RWQCB - SWPPP) . 1 R

Fill of possible wetlands (404 Permit - USACE) S I (PR i< I

Other; O X

Dlscuss any above—llsted toplc ltem checked Yes and consultatlon with agencles

¥y

There is no proposed work w1thin any watercourse bed bank or channel or w1th1n 50 feet of a
watercourse,

Project Description and Environmental Setting (Describe the project actmtles, pro_]ect site and. its surroundmgs,'

its
location, and the environmental setting): B

S

Jackson Demonstration State’ Forest (JDSF) occupdes an area of aplprox.imatel},:r.48 652 acres within Mendocmo County,
California. Within the boundaries of JDSF-is an existing road system that is-approximately 450 miles in length. Road 540 has

not been adequately maintained because 1t has not been part of a timber harvest operation and is not permanently oPen to the
pubhc for vchlcle trafﬁc Co v et n _

Thrs pI‘Q] ect is mtended to address ongoing, meacts due to lack of adequate road dramage structures mamtam the Ioad in.a.

condition that is readily useable during the dry. periods.of the year and restore areas of existing road/user built trails-back to.
native pygmy habitat vegetation. Road.450 has been constructed in such a manner that the road surface is mostly.below:the.
naftuial ‘grade -of the surroundmg ground. © As:such road.drainage is not adequate to disperse road runoff to .minimize,
concentration of water and erosion. This project proposes to install new drainage structures in the form of 21 rolling dips.ata
frequency of 200-250 feet apart to minimize the diversion of water for long distances and minimize erosion potential, "These’

new rolling dips will be constructed by importing road rock base to build up the road surface to create a high point to move
water off the road to a small outlet just off the road for water to flow.

In addition to the installation of the rolling dips there is one short segment of road (approx. 400 feet length) that will be
reconstructed using a combination of locally sourced fill, primarily from the road cut bank and imported road base rock to




JDSF Road 540 Maintenance and Pygmy Habitat Restoralton Fraject - Envzronmental Review Reporl Form (ERRF) Suppartmg_ 2
an Exempt Profect .. . . e v e . .

create a funouonal road surface.

"| This.proj ect also 1ncludes the restoration. of dreas that are. devord of pygmy habrtat (exrstmg road surfaces and I -
by passively encouraging natural re-vegetation. This will involve the insfallation of adequate drainage structuré
and the placement of large woody material orithe bare siirfaces. The woody matenal wrlI be sourced from the

éncroaching trees afid vegetation into the 16ad prism of Road 540

" Environmental Impact Analysis I

Acsthetics : A : R R T
[ This topic does not apply to this proj ect and was not evaluated further ' R s
[X] This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below: . *. - - = = . -

Aesthetics will temporarlly be changed from the maintenznce of the roads and Habitat restoratmn, but lmpacts would
not be s1gmficant. : ‘ e

Agrlcultur and Fordst Resoul’cés v R suihp el
[] This topic does not apply to this pro;ect and was not evaluated ﬁlrther -
[]Yes E No Would dny trees be felled? If yes, discuss protecnon of nesting birds and compllanoe w1th FPRs,
[ Yes ‘XINo Would the project convert any prime or unique farmland? A

L] Yes” E N+ Would the project result in the chfiversion of forest land or tithberland to noh:foré

[X] This topic could apply to this prOJeot and results of the assessment are provrded below

e

The road mamtenance/habltat restoratwn work w1ll not have a srgmﬁeant 1mpact to nestmg blrds as no trees wnll beﬁ
removed and minor vegetation will be 1mpacted The road decommissioning: will pot convert prime-or ,umque

farniland, or convert forest/timberland to non-forest use. Impacts would be less than srgmﬁcant i
v_ .f?'.':"n' Lo E :

Air Quah‘t’i" R e '
[] This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further ‘ ' e
B Yes [INo: The local Air Quality Management District guidelines for dust abatement and other alr quahty concerns were
_revrewed for thié project. et BT

[X] This topic could apply to this projeet and results of the assessment are provrded below

[T P yirooay - ‘:'1'.'i;i FEREN 24 5 TN et

“The road maintenance/habitat restoratlon work w1li not create srgmfieant fugltwe dust condltrons that would be

'sub]ect to Ru]es 1-4006(a), 1-430(a) and 1-1430(b) of the Mendocmo County.Air Qua]:ty Management Dlstrrct st

IR

Bloleglcal Resources . . '

[ This topic does not apply to this pro]ect and Was fot. evaluated farther. .5+ . . M o Ebag o
[JYes [X] No Wil the project potentially effect biological resources? SET e ppiags s
B Yes [INo Was a current NDDB review completed? Results discussed below: _

4 ves El No* Wasa biologreal siirvey: of thie project area completed? Results d}scussed below

0 Th1 toprc could apply to thJs pro]eot and results of the assessment are: provlded below DR

B T IR i S : ‘ ,g:_-'-',; e e e .
f])1sturbance to natural vegetatlon wrll be mmlmlzed as the work w1ll be couducted on exrstmg roads =w1th hmrted :
"disturbance beyond the road prisms. The instailation of the road drainage will require disturbance of 30-50 Square
feet of: vegetatlon -and ground outside of the road prism to allow for adequate water- drainage. Other vegetation
disturbance is needed to maidtain adequate clearances of the existing -roadway. ‘No wrdenmg or alteration of the '
‘enstmg rbad prism is proposed All other soil and vegetation’ disturbances is limited to. existing roads.. A botanical
survey report has been prepared for the proposed proJect See attached table of specles cons1dered lll the. CNDDB
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Cultural Resources S o ‘

[[] This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further.

M Yes [1No Wasa current archaeological records check completed? Results dlscussed below:
Plyves [INo Wasa CAL FIRE Staff or Contract Archaeolog1st consulted? Results dlscussed below:
X Yes [ |No Was an archaeological survey of the project area completed? Results discussed below:
[JYes [XINo Will the project effect any historic bujldings or archacological site? ..

. This topic could apply to this project, and results of| igssment are prov1decl below

by VERTE

A current archaeological records check has been completed for the entire JDSF,ownershlp and an Archeological .
Survey Report.was.prepared for this project (July 3, 2019 Th tens d t;at I 1l .
involve below-the-ground distiirbance w1th1n exnstmg road prisnis. A survey was conductetfwdhl 0j réa
(roadway, adjacent area,.and on small mid-slope terraces and stream channels near the roadwayl.‘ No- cultural
resources were found durmg the surveys. There is no expecte(! disturbance to any ldentlfied archaeologlcal.o‘r‘

’

Goalogy and SOl T Sy —
E This topic d6€s fiot apply to'thig prOJeot and wag not, evaluatedfﬁmher ‘

E Th.lS toplc could apply to thjs prolect and results of the assessment are prov1ded below
i _

Y
The road mamtenance and habltat resto atloiwtw

fault, landslides, or result in substantial soil erosion.

Greenhouse Gas Emissions

the emissions of greenhouse gases? Dlsouss below:

Sources of GHG emissions from this proleet mclude the emissions from gas ‘and diese]’ engme powered equlpment
The implementation of this project Will involve the use of excavator, tractor and utiiity vehiclés. 'The ‘project area is
-,Aapprommately L 45 mlles of road length and 3.8 acres in area. The lmplementatlon of the project will to be completed
over 4-6 Weeks spanmng 12 Years. ' Theé GHG “einissions reteased’ by project activitié -@nticipated- to ‘he
approximately 30.0 metric tons CO2e. The significance threshold CAL FIRE uses to deteriiiiie Sigiificanceé his beén’
established by the California. Air Pollution Control Officers Association as 900 tons/year for indirect sources
(combined construction and operational emissions). It is estlmated that emissions assoc1ated Wlth the operatlon of
.eQulpment for this project is below thls threshold e ERE : R

AT

Greenhouse Gas Emissions Calculations
Greenhouse gas emissions (GHG) calculations are based on estimates of diesel/gas fuel consumed by traveling to and from the
work sites and heavy equipment operation . Calculations are detailed below. . |

Transportation: Utility Vehicles o LT )
¢ Project completed in 24 days® - 7 TR s v o
) Average round trip distance: 50 miles/day for 24 days = 1,200 miles

Utility Vehicle 2,400 miles / 11 miles per gallon= 219 ga;llons
(x2):
N B _ 219 total gallons gas
219 gallons gas x 8.91 kg COy/gal. = 1,951 kﬂograms COze
1,951 Kilograms COze = 1000 kg/metnc ton 2,0 métric tohs COse for the portlon of the pro_]ect operator transportatmn

Heavy Equmment Excavator and Tractor

¢  Heavy equipment operations portion of the prOJeet completed in 24 days usmg one excavator and one tractor for q
hours/day = 336 hours _ . | o i o

e  Approximate haul distance 50 miles rotindtrip'(x 8 tires) -

Tractor Use: - . 168 hours x 8 gallons /hour= 1,344 gallons -~
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an Exempt Project .

Fxcavator Use: 168 hours x 8 gallois /llouf% o ‘1,3_'544 gallons ""
Transport: 400 miles / 6 riiles per gallon= ~ 67 gallons o .
: WU 2,755 total gallons dlesel
2,755 allonis diesel x 10.15 kg COyfgal. = 27,963 kilografis COze™ =+ R
2'7 963 kllogra’ S

, COze + 1000 kg/metnc ton 28 0 metno tons CO;zB for the portlon of the project completed by heavy
eqm b mefi’c operatmns N :

Ermssmns froth projeet act1v1t1es cE T A T A
2.0 fbtric tons CO.6 (operator tranéportatmn) +28.0 mefric tons Coz‘e (heavy equipment opératiofis) = 30.0"méfric tons COse °

' Conversmn Factors , .
1 gallon diesel = 10.15 kilograms COz o S ] e
1 gallon gas = 8.91 kilograms €O, ~ " Tt e

.Qr,le.l.tqn.q@;bon =3 .67.‘|,t,9_nds _COz‘_ .

Hazards and’ Hazardous Materlals o ‘ ‘ ;
X This topic’ dosy ot apply to this project and was not evaluated further, - .
D This topic ¢ould apply to this project and resuls of the assessment are prov1ded elow: )

OIS o \l R _'-?_.f.- N .\i.l 1 on g — el

Hydrology and Water Quallty
[X] This topic doés not apply to this project and was not evaluated farther.

) Yes EI No‘,,,,W ill the.project potentxally affect any. watercourse oF body of water? | ¥
[ i¢ Fould ?ljﬁly o thi are p rowded belgwi - - -

Land Use and Pianmng i . g : .
[X] This topic does not apply to is prOJect and was not evaltated further L, ab iy
[] This toplc could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are prov1ded below

T ErIve g pra ay ,7;

No jmpacts would occur to:1and use.and Dlaunm

Mmeral Resources
BX] This topic does not apply to this pro_]ect and was not evaluated further. Coant oy
(] This topic could apply to this project, and results of the agsessment are prov1ded below: ., .. ’

Rl

. ‘_.-:_5.... .o
_N 0 lmpacts would occur to mineral resources.

L . ex fiowm F

NOISe . : - L] SF okt St vt ia - . '
[} This topic does not apply to this project and was not eyatuated further.
IE This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below:

Nolse associated with the road maintenapnce/habitat restoratlon Work w1ll be hmlted to small areas and wnll be
“temporary. No s1gmﬁcant impacts would occur.

Populatlon and Housmg L A
X This topic does not apply to th.lS prolect and was not evaluated further
[] This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below

No impacts would eccur to population and housing,
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Public Services j ‘ —

IZ This top1c does not apply fo, this, project and was not cyaluated further. L o

Xl This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further
I] Thls tople could apply. to this prOJeet and results of the assessment are;

GaF gl e A
/habltat resteratlon

the ex1stmﬂg Road 540

Transpoﬁatlonfl‘rafﬁc
2 [T R e e

This thpic dosd Hotappiy 8 this

Al

1§ projéct and WS bt Svaliiated fusthiers T T T TR

@ Thls tople could apply to this pr03ect and results of the assessment are prov1ded below:

enance/habltat restoratmn work w:ll not have a sngnlﬁcant lmpact to traffic

[ERC R DR P M" -

JE This topic does not apply ta this project and was not evaluated further. LT

*Utllmes ‘and

[:| Thls toplc could apply to this-project, and results of the agsessment are provided below:. .

The proposed road mamtenance/habltat restoratlon work will not have any impact to utilities or serv1ce systems. .

Changes Made to Avoid Envnronmental Impacts. |

'None S L L

’Mandatery Fmdlngs of Slgmﬁcance - R - ' o o YES ' NO
- " K 1

(a) Does the pro;ec -ha' | ten
habitat of 4 ﬁsh o w11dhfe species, cause

endangered plant ot ammal or. ehmmate 1mp
prel:nstory?

(“Cumulatwely eonmderabie” means that the
in connection with tl} ‘effects of pa_st prp
probably future pro_lects.) o o

- (c) Does the project have envuonme_nt_al effects which will “cause substantlal adverse effects on human [:] X
beings, either dlreetly or indirectly? . : '

£

¥

-,".?a

Justlﬁcatmn for Use of a Categorlcal Exemptlen (dtscuss why the pro;ect is exempt, cite exemptlon number(s), and
describe how the project fits the. class) :

This project fits under portlons ‘of two classes of Categoneal Exemptlons to CEQA: Class 1 (Emstmg Facllmes) and Class 4|
(Minor Alterations to Land). Most of the project activities will occur within prevmusly disturbed areas. The areas where new |
| ground disturbing activities might occur are limited and are best described as riinor in Cope. These areas were carefully

inspested for env:ronmental concerns. CALFIRE hag determmed this pro_]ect w111 not unpact_the envxronment
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an Exempt Project : ' :

Conclusion:

Xl After assessing potential environmental impaets and evaluating the déscription for the various classes*of Categorical
Exemptions to CEQA, CAL FIRE has dstermined that the project fits Within one of mére of the exeniption classés and fio
exceptions exist at the project site which would preclude the use of this exemption, The Department congidered the possibility
of (a) sensitive Jocation, (b) cumulative impact, (c) significant impact due to unusiizl circlimstances; (d) ‘impacts to sceric
highways, (¢) activities within a hazardous waste site, and (f) significant adverse change to the. significance of a historical
resource. A Notice of Exemption will be filed at the State Clearinghouse. RS

\ : S LiTE ey, N AT T . Lt

[0 After assessing potential environfnental impécts ‘and ‘evalusting*the description for the varioug- clasiss ‘of Categorical
Exemptions to CEQA, CAL FIRE has determined that the project does not fit within the desctiption for the various exemption
classes ofhas folinid that éxceptions éxist at the firojéet dite which preetudes the use of 4 Categotical Bxemiption for this project.
‘Additional efivittriméntal review will'be conducted and the appropriate CIOA. décuinent used may be a Negative Declaration
'or'a Mitigated Negative Declaration. . e : e R RS

Road 540 Maliténarice
| Pygmy Habitat Restorat
Bret tlocatonMap

Figure 1. Project Overview Map.
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[FY [(AID ]
Sum of DOLLAR_AMOUNT "[GLACCT_NO :
"|Project Name TPCA-NO  [6150-Encumbered 6220 Budget 9000 'Expended  |Grand Total
San Mateo'- Santa CruZ88105 | $ 80,000,00 §  24497.95|% 104,497.95
$ "2547146 '$ 12,055,000.00 $ 1,847,208.54 | §13,927.380.00

188305

GL_ACCT_NO
6220 Budget

.|9000 Expended

6150 Encumbered

Grand Total

$ 14,031,877.95

1s 25171.46 $ 12,135000.00 § 1.871,706.49.
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